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MILLENNIALS ARE LAST-MINUTE SHOPPERS
 For all the hoopla surrounding Black Friday, the biggest 
holiday shopping just passed—the last Saturday before 
Christmas weekend, now called “Super Saturday.” More 
people were expected to shop over the past weekend than 
Thanksgiving weekend—155.7 million on Super Saturday 
alone, according to a survey by Prosper Insights & 
Analytics for the National Retail Federation (NRF). As of 
last week, only one in ten people had finished their holiday 
shopping. NRF found that the average holiday shopper 
had completed 52.5% of their shopping, 
down from last year’s 53.5%. So, with 
Christmas falling on a Sunday this year, 
there’s likely to be a lot of shopping 
going on this week by procrastinators 
and last-minute bargain shoppers.
 A separate survey by Opinion 
Research Corporation for ICSC  
(International Council of Shopping 
Centers) found that 88% of adults still plan 
to do some spending through Christmas. 
On average they’ll spend $418.80.
 Millennials are the biggest last-
minute shoppers. Over this past weekend, 74% of 
Millennials planned to shop on Saturday, vs. 59% of Gen 
X and 42% of Baby Boomers. 63% of Millennials were 
planning to shop yesterday, compared to 51% of Gen Xers 
and 35% of Boomers.
 ICSC expects last-minute shoppers to descend on 
malls, since many plan other activities associated with 
shopping. 43% planned to dine at a restaurant; 25% 
wanted to see a movie; and 16% were planning to have a 
child’s picture taken with Santa.
 Though millions of people got a jump start on their 
holiday shopping, millions more still have plenty of items 
on their lists. “We expect retailers will once again be 
competitive on price and value options in the final stretch,” 
said NRF President and CEO Matthew Shay. The NRF 
survey found that 12% of consumers don’t expect to check 
off the last item on their list until December 23.
 Last-minute shoppers are planning to purchase their 
gifts online (52%), department stores (42%), discount 
stores (27%), clothing or accessories stores (21%), 
electronics stores (18%), local/small business (14%) and 
grocery/supermarkets (13%).
 “Even though there is still a lot of shopping left for the 
season, we are seeing Millennials continue the trend of 
an optimistic outlook heading into the final stretch,” said 
Prosper’s Principal Analyst Pam Goodfellow. “Although 
they tend to be most conservative holiday spenders, nearly 
half of those 18 to 24 say they are planning to spend ‘more’ 
this year compared to last, significantly higher than their 
older counterparts.”
 

ADVERTISER NEWS
 What do you do if your chain of over 4,400 stores is 
suffering from an 8.5% same-store sales decline in the 
latest quarter (and your stock has fallen by more than 
50% in the past year)? How about buying a big-reach 
television spot to start a revival! Advertising Age reports 
GNC has bought a Super Bowl spot for the first time and 
will run in the first quarter of the game broadcast by FOX 
on February 5, 2017, part of an effort that includes store 
redesign, a revamped loyalty program and new pricing. 

“We wanted every man, woman and 
child to know immediately that GNC was 
new and different and this is the way 
to do it,” GNC’s chief marketing officer 
said. To help implement changes, all 
GNC corporate stores will be closed on 
Wednesday, December 28 and will re-
open the next day with “a dramatically 
improved experience”……Edmunds.
com reports the average new vehicle 
transaction price hit a new record high 
this year at $34,077 per vehicle, up 2.7% 
over last year. Projecting ahead into 

next year, Edmunds sees the average rising to $35,000, 
but also predicts leasing will grow to become 31% of all 
transactions……CarMax, Asbury Automotive and West-
Herr Automotive have settled charges with the Federal 
Trade Commission which had said the companies failed 
to adequately disclose that some of the vehicles they 
sold had safety recalls and had not been repaired. The 
FTC had alleged the groups had advertised thorough 
inspections of the vehicles even though defects had not 
been repaired……CVS is embarking on a “streamlining” 
initiative that will include closings of about 70 stores next 
year. At one point it had been speculated CVS could 
pick up some of the stores needed to be spun off for the 
Walgreens takeover of Rite Aid, but later reports have not 
included CVS as a buyer. Walgreens has most recently 
said it expects the deal to be finalized before the end of this 
year……Asheville, NC-based Ingles Markets, with 210 
supers in six southeastern states, managed a 1.6% comp 
stores sales increase in its fourth fiscal quarter, excluding 
gas which had been lower in both the quarter and full fiscal 
year. It only opened a net of one new store during the 
year, saying its capital investments were instead spent on 
merchandising, convenience, and product assortment……
Heineken USA has told distributors it will support its 
four core brands—Heineken, Dos Equis, Tecate and 
Strongbow—with stronger marketing next year, including 
Dos Equis becoming the first Official Beer Sponsor of the 
College Football Playoff. It also reported the Tecate brand 
is on pace to continue its national launch strategy in 2017.
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NETWORK NEWS
 Superior Donuts has received a premiere date from 
CBS. The multi-camera comedy starring Judd Hirsch will 
debut on Thursday, February 2nd at 8:30 PM. It will then 
move to its normal Monday 9 PM (ET) time slot the following 
week. 2 Broke Girls will move to Mondays at 9:30 PM (ET), 
taking over the time slot being vacated by The Odd Couple, 
which is not having its order extended beyond 13 episodes. 
Hirsh plays the owner of a small donut shop in a gentrifying 
Chicago neighborhood and Jermaine Fowler will play his 
new, younger employee. Katey Sagal, David Koechner, 
Maz Jobrani, Anna Baryshnikov, 
Darien Sills-Evan and Rell Battle will 
also star. Superior Donuts was one of 
two series ordered by CBS for the 2016-
17 season. The other was Criminal 
Minds: Beyond Borders, which has yet 
to be scheduled……ABC’s revamped 
version of To Tell the Truth will make 
its season premiere on Sunday, January 
1st at 9 PM (ET). The show is hosted by 
actor Anthony Anderson (black-ish) 
and will feature a star-studded panel, 
including Ashley Graham, Jalen Rose, Angela Kinsey 
and Donald Faison. Anderson’s mother, Doris, is also part 
of the show as a commentator……ABC News has joined 
three other fact-based news organizations in a partnership 
with Facebook to help rid the social network of fake news 
stories. ABC will use its newsgathering resources to fact-
check stories flagged by Facebook users. Existing staffers 
of the network’s news division will point out sources and 
present evidence about how they concluded whether a 
flagged story is fact of fiction. Snopes.com, Factcheck.
com and Politifact are the other fact checkers in the 
partnership……Dateline NBC’s episode with Kate Snow 
interviewing more than two dozen Bill Cosby accusers, 
and the CBS News series of stories on the European 
migrant crises, were recognized by Columbia University’s 
Graduate School of Journalism. Each were among the 
winners of the 75th annual Alfred I. du Pont-Columbia 
University Awards, recognizing excellence in investigative 
broadcast journalism. The awards ceremony will be held 
next month and will include a tribute to the late Gwen 
Ifill……John Ridley, creator of ABC’s American Crime is 
working on another project for the network. The unscripted 
project will cover the years leading up to the rioting, looting 
and gun violence following the Rodney King verdict in Los 
Angeles. The two-hour documentary will feature interviews 
with individuals caught up in the tension, including people 
of diverse backgrounds, and their roles in the unrest. Let It 
Fall: LA 1982-1992 will air on ABC in the spring of 2017.

AUTOMOTIVE UPDATE
 Mitsubishi is recalling more than 50,000 Outlander 
Sport SUVs from the 2011, 2012 and 2016 model years. 
There is a risk that the rear hatch lift gate can suddenly 
fall on people……The federal judge presiding over the 
Volkswagen diesel lawsuits said Friday the car company 
is close to reaching a deal with federal regulators to fix or 
buy back about 80,000 3.0-litre diesel vehicles set up to 
cheat on U.S. emissions tests. In fact,  he was hopeful an 
agreement could be reached over the weekend.

AVAILS
 WHSV in Harrisonburg, VA seeks a Digital Sales 
Manager. Are you an up and coming seller with a strong 
digital background? WHSV is building the best broadcast 
sales team in the country and we are looking for the next 
shining star to help us take the hill. We need a person who can 
quickly build rapport with clients and our sales team. If you’re 
ready to help lead our team into the future of broadcasting, 
contact Sacha Purciful, DOS, at 540-433-9191 ext. 159. Or 
CLICK HERE for more info. EOE.
 Senior Account Executive: Entravision Boston, the 

leader in Spanish Language media, 
seeks an experienced and aggressive 
television senior account executive to 
join our Integrated Marketing Solutions 
sales team. You will have tremendous 
broadcast television, digital, and mobile 
sales platforms to drive advertising 
revenues. Compensation is uncapped 
and limited guarantees are available. 
Spanish Language media is the 
fastest growing segment in advertising 
today, and Entravision Boston is 

a major shareholder. Send resume with cover letter to: 
smcgavick@entravision.com or fax to 781-433-2702.
 WYFF 4, the Hearst Television NBC affiliate in Greenville, 
SC seeks a superstar Account Executive. We need an 
experienced sales professional who can excel with some of 
the top accounts while achieving goals across all platforms. 
Do you have a commitment to excellence, a track record of 
New Business success, and like to have fun? Then come 
work at one of the best television stations in the country. 
Google “Greenville, SC Top 10” and see why everyone wants 
to live here! CLICK HERE to apply. EOE.
 Comcast Spotlight in Richmond, VA is seeking a Local 
Account Executive. The AE is responsible for developing, 
servicing and maintaining 
a base of local clients and/
or agencies who purchases 
advertising space or other 
media services to achieve 
established annual sales goals within assigned sales team. 
Offers zone buying to allow small advertisers the opportunity 
to reach only the customers in their retail trading areas. 
Works with moderate guidance in own area of knowledge. 
CLICK HERE to apply now. Comcast is an EOE/Veterans/
Disabled/LGBT employer.

SATURDAY RATINGS

12/19/2016

After two seasons, Netflix 
has canceled its series 

‘Marco Polo.’ They ended 
Marco Polo the way everyone 
does—by getting out of the 

pool and not telling the 
other person.

Jimmy Fallon

http://www.whsv.com/content/stationjobs/Digital-Sales-Manager-405251015.html
http://careers.hearsttelevision.com/ShowJob/Id/1038860/Account-Executive/
https://career8.successfactors.com/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?jobId=146438&company=21114P&username
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WASHINGTON WORRIES FOR AUTO BIZ
 With tax reform on the agenda for the new Congress 
convening next month, trade groups in the automotive 
industry are working to head off a proposal which could 
increase car and truck prices. A “Tax Reform Blueprint” put 
forward last July by House Ways and Means Committee 
Chairman Kevin Brady (R-TX) contained a “border 
adjustability tax” proposal—and that’s what has the auto 
industry concerned—along with some other U.S. industries. 
While details were lacking, the proposal would provide 
corporate income tax preferences for exporters of products 
made in the U.S. and impose tax burdens 
on importers of products made overseas.
 If enacted, the National Association 
of Automobile Dealers (NADA) says 
the tax change would trigger a significant 
increase in the cost of the imported 
vehicles and vehicle components 
(whether from Korea, Japan, Mexico 
or Germany). This could have a wide-
ranging impact because currently the 
highest domestic content of any vehicle 
sold in the U.S. is 75%. “There is 
uncertainty about how this proposal would be implemented 
and what the impact would be to consumers,” NADA noted.
 In advance of meeting with Republican members of the 
Ways and Means Committee, several trade associations, 
including NADA, AIADA, the Alliance of Automobile 
Manufacturers and the Association of Global 
Automakers, joined with other associations to express 
concerns about the border adjustability tax provision in a 
letter to Chairman Brady and Ranking Member Richard 
Neal (D-MA).
 When the new Congress convenes in January, 
the House Ways and Means Committee, the Senate 
Finance Committee and the Trump Administration will 
begin developing the actual text for a tax reform bill. With 
protectionist tariffs a key campaign issue for incoming 
President Donald Trump, NADA and other lobbyists for the 
auto industry face a potential struggle to avert costly taxes 
which could drive up auto prices.

THIS AND THAT
 Tegna has sold ShopLocal LLC, which has been doing 
business as Cofactor, to Liquidius Marketing. Cofactor is 
a digital marketing company and Liquidius is described as a 
digital marketing solutions company…..MediaPost reports 
that seven advertising-services companies are creating 
an ad consortium intended to find more efficiency in the 
tracking and distributing of creative advertising content. 
Companies in the consortium include Adstream, Comcast 
Technology Solutions, Burns Entertainment & Sports 
Marketing, Entertainment Communications Network, 
Syncro Services Digital Media, Yangaroo and The Team 
Companies......Michael Houston, Global President of 
Grey, who has led Grey New York in his role as CEO of Grey 
North America, announced the promotion of Debby Reiner 
to CEO of Grey New York, a new position at the flagship 
headquarters office. She most recently as President Grey/
Global P&G, overseeing the agency’s largest client’s entire 
portfolio of brands. Grey is a unit of WPP.

AVAILS
 Hawaii News Now (KHNL/KGMB, the CBS and NBC 
affiliated television stations), the dominant news organization 
and premier multimedia company in Honolulu, Hawaii has 
an immediate opening for TWO Sales 
and Marketing Executives. We value 
passion, creativity, and persistence, 
and offer the right self-motivated 
person an exceptional opportunity 
to begin or advance your career. We 
offer a generous compensation and 

benefits package, 
commensurate with 
experience. Qualified applicants, please 
APPLY ONLINE and attach cover letter 
& resume. No phone calls please. EOE-
M/F/D/V.
 Weigel Broadcasting, Milwaukee 
(CBS-58, WMLW, MeTV, This TV, 
BOUNCE TV and cbs58.com) seeks 
an experienced Account Executive 
passionate about selling television and 
digital as well as generating new business 

within the Milwaukee market. 
Candidates should have a 
minimum of two years’ of 
media sales experience, 
the ability to sell promotions 
and generate nontraditional 
revenue, and the creativity to develop targeted, customer 
focused marketing solutions using multiple media products 
including, but not limited to, television and web. Get more 
details or CLICK HERE to apply now. EOE

MORE AVAILS ONLINE @ SPOTSNDOTS.COM
Place a classified, email: ads@spotsndots.com

YET ANOTHER FACEBOOK METRICS ERROR
 Facebook on Friday disclosed another error in its 
data. If you’re keeping track, that’s the fourth time since 
September that the social media giant has admitted to a 
problem with its marketing metrics.
 “We’ve uncovered an issue for a small group of Instant 
Articles publishers that impacts reporting in comScore,” 
Facebook said in a blog post for advertisers. “comScore 
alerted us to the issue, and we’ve since identified this is a 
result of a recent Facebook update that impacted publishers 
using our legacy comScore integration who support HTTPS 
on their websites.” The company said the error caused 
an underreporting of iPhone traffic from Facebook in 
comScore products from September 20 to November 30. 
iPad and Android traffic were not affected.
 Facebook says the problem has been fixed and it is 
working with comScore to produce updated estimates 
for the relevant time periods. It insisted that only a “small 
number of partners” were affected.

12/19/2016

The cost of all the gifts 
listed in ‘The Twelve Days of 
Christmas’ song is up $233 

from last year. Man, that 
Lords a Leaping union is 

killing us.

Conan O’Brien

https://careers-raycommedia.icims.com/jobs/6120/account-executive/job
http://www.click2apply.net/8mmp7c4c2x
http://www.spotsndots.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/spotsndots
http://twitter.com/spotsndots

