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WATCH PARTY: THE BACHELOR FIRST UP
 Disney|ABC Television Group (DATG) announced 
an agreement to produce original episodic shows for 
Snapchat. ABC’s The Bachelor will be DATG’s first 
brand to co-produce a series with the social media 
company for Snapchat Discover, with its first episode 
debuting on Tuesday, January 3—the morning after the 
premiere of season 21 of The Bachelor, Monday, January 
2. This new Snapchat Show, Watch Party: The Bachelor, 
will complement the TV series by showing celebrities, 
comedians, super fans and infamous 
Bachelors and Bachelorettes who get 
together each week to watch the show. 
 The advertising component of the 
deal with Snapchat parent Snap Inc. 
has Disney|ABC Television Group 
developing and selling advertising 
packages incorporating Snapchat’s 
video Snap Ads. Those ads are 100% 
full-screen and play with sound.
 In the coming months, several 
additional shows from DATG will roll 
out on Snapchat, which is now adding original, scripted 
and unscripted shows to its Discover platform. DATG isn’t 
yet saying which programs or networks will be involved. 
In addition to ABC, DATG’s networks include Freeform, 
Disney Channel, Disney XD and Disney Junior.
 “Earlier this year, we worked closely with Snap on a 
very successful The Oscars Live Story, and we look forward 
to building on that relationship and providing Snapchat’s 
mobile-centric users with a unique, immersive experience 
around our shows and brands,” said John Frelinghuysen, 
executive vice president, Digital Media, Strategy and 
Business Development, DATG. He noted that it will provide 
advertisers with new opportunities.
 “Disney|ABC has rewritten the rules for how to develop 
daring, fun and adventurous series for TV,” said Nick Bell, 
VP of Content for Snap Inc. “They will be a vital partner as 
we continue to expand our lineup of shows on Discover 
and we’re excited to kick off 2017 by bringing one of their 
most beloved brands to Snapchat.”
 For Watch Party the rotating cast of Bachelor 
enthusiasts will meet for every episode and together on 
one couch experience the roller coaster of emotions for 
that episode. Intercut with clips from each week’s episode, 
the Snapchat audience will watch along with the cast as 
they hang out, eat snacks, crack jokes and react to the 
crazy/wild/romantic storylines that will unfold this season 
on The Bachelor. Consisting of 10 original episodes and 
one Live Story, Watch Party: The Bachelor, will be available 
the Tuesday morning after each episode of The Bachelor 
and remain available for 24 hours on Snapchat.  

ADVERTISER NEWS
 After announcing that Fred’s would buy 865 Rite Aid 
stores, Walgreens backed off its assertion that its deal to 
acquire Rite Aid can be closed by the end of this year and 
now says it will be finalized in early 2017. Some additional 
details were made clear: Specific locations of the stores 
going to Fred’s won’t be announced until after the Federal 
Trade Commission approves the deal, although it’s likely 
Fred’s footprint will grow to include both the East and West 
Coasts. And if the FTC decides that more than 865 stores 

need to be divested, Fred’s is obligated 
to buy those locations also……
American Banker’s monthly Index of 
Banking Activity is now in for October, 
and while still in expansion mode, the 
rate of expansion moderated from the 
prior month’s readings. It’s felt the then-
upcoming election had both institutions 
and customers putting business 
decisions on hold, with November 
likely to show how the results of the 
election would be perceived by banks 

and potential borrowers……Best Buy has opened five 
weekend-only appliance outlet stores in widely-scattered 
markets, offering discounts on merchandise that may have 
been dented or scratched or returned for other reasons. A 
spokesperson said the company is currently just focusing on 
these five units with no current plans for more locations……
Quiznos has given up on its test unit for Quiznos Grill, 
meant to be a more upscale version of its brand, and has 
re-done the space for the test of a different concept called 
Zeps Epiq Sandwiches, with a different range of offerings 
but still at an elevated price from traditional Quiznos 
menu items……American Apparel has won approval 
from bankruptcy court to close nine under-performing 
stores next week with the rest of the units up for auction 
on January 9. Stores that are not sold at that auction will 
be closed and sold by liquidators……Finish Line had a 
disappointing quarter citing weak demand for apparel 
and accessories that offset good footwear results. Same 
store sales growth was up 0.7%, well below expectations, 
and it’s now expecting comps will be down 3-5% in the 
current quarter……Winnebago’s sales and profits each 
beat expectations, but the two segments of its business 
went in opposite directions. The motorized business, which 
is about 80% of revenue, fell by 1.1%, but the towables 
business nearly tripled after acquiring Grand Design RV. 
Even without that acquisition, towables sales were up 44% 
organically……DeVry University agreed to pay $100 
million to settle deceptive advertising allegations made 
by the FTC. Half goes back to students in cash; the other 
half comes from forgiveness of debt owed by students.
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NETWORK NEWS
 Katie Couric will be back on NBC’s Today Show as 
a guest-host starting on January 2nd. Couric will fill in for 
a week while co-host Savannah Guthrie is on maternity 
leave. Couric co-anchored Today from 1991-2006, then took 
an offer from CBS to make her the first female solo anchor 
of a broadcast evening newscast. This will be Couric’s first 
return as co-host for Today, though she’s appeared as a 
guest on previous occasions. Couric filled in for Robin 
Roberts on ABC’s Good Morning America in April of 
2012……Sunday Night Football on NBC is expected to 
finish this season as the number one 
show in primetime for the sixth season 
in a row. NBC Sports says that SNF is 
poised to tie FOX’s American Idol as 
the only TV series to finish number one 
for six consecutive seasons. With a top 
finish this year, Sunday Night Football 
would surpass such legendary ratings 
giants like All in the Family, The Cosby 
Show and Gunsmoke as the only 
shows to rank number one five years in 
a row since 1950. NBC/NFL Network’s 
combined Thursday Night Football is expected to finish 
number two among primetime shows per NBC. The network 
also said that their Sunday pre-game show, Football Night 
in America, is on pace to be the most-watched NFL pre-
game show for the eleventh straight year……Hip-Hop artist 
Nelly has been slated to appear on Pitbull’s New Year’s 
Revolution. The New Year’s Eve special will air on FOX 
Saturday, December 31st and will feature other Hip-Hop 
stars including Coolio, Naughty by Nature, Tone Loc 
and Young MC. Queen Latifah and Snoop Dogg will host 
the program along with Pitbull……CBS is reporting that 
The Late Late Show with James Corden had a ratings 
increase of 14% last week over the same period last year. 
Nielsen reports that the late-night talk show delivered 1.37 
million total viewers. Lead-in The Late Show with Stephen 
Colbert posted 2.79 million viewers, increasing by 13% 
over the same week last year. 

2016 AUTO SALES TO BEAT ’15 BY A NOSE
 With just a few days remaining, Edmunds.com 
forecasts that 1,629,011 new cars and trucks will be sold in 
the U.S. in December, for an estimated Seasonally Adjusted 
Annual Rate (SAAR) of 17.7 million. This reflects an 18.5% 
increase from November 2016, but a 0.3% decrease from 
December 2015.
 Based on this forecast, Edmunds.com projects a new 
annual record of 17,480,294 n tew cars and trucks will be 
sold in the U.S. in 2016. This would squeak past 2015’s 
record sales by the slight margin of 0.03%—or less than 
5,000 units.
 “While December sales are tracking to finish lower than 
they did last year, dealers and automakers are hustling to 
squeeze out just enough units to set an annual record,” 
says Edmunds.com Senior Analyst Jeremy Acevedo. “It’s 
shaping up to be a true photo finish.”
 Hyundai/Kia is forecast to be December’s biggest 
percentage gainer, with sales up 10.4% from a year ago. 
On the down side, Fiat Chrysler is expected to have the 
worst showing, down 12.2%.

AVAILS
 KHNL/KGMB TV – Hawaii News Now (CBS and NBC 
affiliated television stations), the dominant news organization 
and premier multimedia company in Honolulu, Hawaii 
has an immediate opening for a Senior Level Sales and 
Marketing Executive. A minimum of 3 years broadcast 
sales experience required. If you are a high achieving, self-
motivated experienced seller, we want to speak with you. 
The ideal candidate should have a proven track record of 
successfully achieving transactional, new direct business, 
and digital goals. CLICK HERE to apply now - look for job ID 

# 2016-6121. EOE.
 WHSV in Harrisonburg, VA seeks a 
Digital Sales Manager. Are you an up 
and coming seller with a strong digital 
background? WHSV is building the best 
broadcast sales team in the country 
and we are looking for the next shining 
star to help us take the hill. We need a 
person who can quickly build rapport 
with clients and our sales team. If you’re 
ready to help lead our team into the 
future of broadcasting, contact Sacha 

Purciful, DOS, at 540-433-9191 ext. 159. Or CLICK HERE 
for more info. EOE.
 Senior Account Executive: Entravision Boston, the 
leader in Spanish Language media, seeks an experienced 
and aggressive television senior account executive to 
join our Integrated Marketing 
Solutions sales team. You will have 
tremendous broadcast television, 
digital, and mobile sales platforms 
to drive advertising revenues. 
Compensation is uncapped and 
limited guarantees are available. 
Spanish Language media is 
the fastest growing segment 
in advertising today, and Entravision Boston is a major 
shareholder. Send resume with cover letter to: 
smcgavick@entravision.com or fax to 781-433-2702.

TUESDAY RATINGS
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NBC is launching an all-
Olympic channel next 
year. It will feature the 

Summer Games, the Winter 
Games, and two years of 
commercials in between.

Jimmy Fallon

https://careers-raycommedia.icims.com/jobs/intro?hashed=-435772224&mobile=false&width=710&height=500&bga=true&needsRedirect=false&jan1offset=-300&jun1offset=-240
http://www.whsv.com/content/stationjobs/Digital-Sales-Manager-405251015.html
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AUTO DEMAND MAY BE WANING
 With the U.S. auto industry on track to record its highest-
ever sales for the second straight year—if just barely 
breaking the 2015 record—the big question now is “What’s 
ahead in 2017?” The Detroit News reports concerns that 
bloated inventory levels could signal that sales have indeed 
plateaued and a modest decline is likely next year.
 Hot on the heels of General Motors’ announcement of 
temporary shutdowns at five plants in January, Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles and Ford Motor Company have followed 
suit with their own production cutbacks. Ford will shut down 
its Kansas City truck plant for the first 
week of January. That plant produces the 
F-150 pickup and Ford Transit. FCA will 
shut down two Canadian plants for the 
same week. The Brampton plant makes 
the Dodge Charger and Challenger and 
Chrysler 300, while the Windsor plant 
produces FCA’s minivans, including the 
new Chrysler Pacifica.
 As of the end of November, the 
Detroit News story says IHS Markit 
put U.S. auto inventories at 4 million 
vehicles, or a 72-day supply of new cars and trucks. IHS 
says the manufacturers typically target a level of 60-65 
days’ supply. 

AGENCIES UPBEAT ON 2017 BUSINESS
 Reversing course, the latest quarterly survey of advertising 
agencies conducted by STRATA, a Comcast company, finds 
that confidence among agencies heading into 2017 is high. 
43% of agencies report that their business will increase in 
the first quarter of 2017, while only 11% expect a decrease. 
42% of respondents anticipate the need for additional staff 
next year, and not a single agency reports plans to reduce 
staff sizes. This comes in contrast to Q2 this year, which 
found that the rate of hires was decreasing, and concerns 
over needing to reduce staff sizes were increasing rapidly.
 When asked what the biggest challenges ahead were, 
51% stated that their biggest concern was expanding their 
client roster, followed by determining the right media mix 
(22%). Only 13% of agencies felt that client retention was 
their chief concern.
 The fourth quarter survey found video advertising 
remains the dominant focus, with 34% of agencies noting 
their clients’ primary focus was local TV & cable. For 
the first time the survey’s history, digital video claimed the 
second spot, with 27% of agencies responding that it was 
their primary focus, a 79% increase over the previous year. 
Display advertising, previously in the second spot, fell to 
third with 15% reporting it as their clients’ main focus.
 Although only 6% of agencies report plans to allocate 
between 26-50% of their budgets to paid social, that’s an 
increase of 321% compared to the first quarter this year. A 
majority of agencies report that paid social media accounts 
for the smallest portion of their budget (0-5%), and 18% 
percent of agencies noted that it accounted for 11-25% of 
their budget, an 80% increase over last year. In terms of 
which platforms agencies are using in social campaigns, 
Facebook remains dominant, with 94% planning to use 
the social network. YouTube, Instagram, Twitter and 
Snapchat follow.

AVAILS
 WYFF 4, the Hearst Television NBC affiliate in 
Greenville, SC seeks a superstar Account Executive. 
We need an experienced sales professional who can excel 
with some of the top accounts while achieving goals across 
all platforms. Do you have a commitment to excellence, a 
track record of New Business success, and like to have 
fun? Then come work at one of the best television stations 
in the country. Google “Greenville, SC Top 10” and see why 
everyone wants to live here! CLICK HERE to apply. EOE.
 Comcast Spotlight in Richmond, VA is seeking a 

Local Account Executive. The AE is 
responsible for developing, servicing and 
maintaining a base of local clients and/
or agencies who purchases advertising 
space or other media services to 
achieve established annual sales goals 
within assigned sales team. Offers zone 
buying to allow small advertisers the 
opportunity to reach only the customers 
in their retail trading areas. Works with 
moderate guidance in own area of 
knowledge. CLICK HERE to apply now. 

Comcast is an EOE/Veterans/Disabled/LGBT employer.
 Weigel Broadcasting, Milwaukee (CBS-58, WMLW, 
MeTV, This TV, BOUNCE TV and cbs58.com) seeks an 
experienced Account Executive passionate about selling 
television and digital as well as generating new business 
within the Milwaukee market. Candidates should have 
a minimum of two years’ of media sales experience, the 
ability to sell promotions and generate nontraditional 
revenue, and the creativity to develop targeted, customer 
focused marketing solutions using multiple media products 
including, but not limited to, television and web. Get more 
details or CLICK HERE to apply now. EOE
 WAFF 48 News, Huntsville AL seeks an experienced 
Transactional Sales Executive to join our team. The ideal 
candidate should have a proven track record of successfully 
achieving incremental growth with a heavily transactional 
book of business. Prior national experience a plus. Medialine 
and Wide Orbit familiarity also beneficial. Individual must be 
competitive and goal-oriented, extremely organized, with 
methodical attention to detail. Strong computer proficiencies 
a must. Minimum 2 years’ experience in broadcast sales 
required. Qualified applicants, apply online at https://
careers-raycommedia.icims.com and attach resume with 
cover letter. No calls please. EOE-M/F/D/V

MORE AVAILS ONLINE @ SPOTSNDOTS.COM
Place a classified, email: ads@spotsndots.com

ACCOUNT ACTIONS
 Fiat Chrysler Automobiles has named Goodby 
Silverstein & Partners as the new lead creative agency 
on its largest brand, Chrysler. It was more than nine 
months ago that the carmaker announced that it would be 
ending its more than six year relationship with Wieden + 
Kennedy, Portland……Havas Media has been named TD 
Bank’s media agency of record. Havas Media will handle 
all media for the brand across print, video, digital, mobile 
and social marketing. The incumbent had been Tierney, an 
Interpublic Group agency.
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A flight attendant has 
pled guilty to smuggling 
60 pounds of cocaine in 
her carry-on bag. People 
got suspicious when her 
safety lecture went on for 

four hours.

Conan O’Brien

http://careers.hearsttelevision.com/ShowJob/Id/1038860/Account-Executive/
https://career8.successfactors.com/sfcareer/jobreqcareer?jobId=146438&company=21114P&username
http://www.click2apply.net/8mmp7c4c2x
https://careers-raycommedia.icims.com/
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