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SIX AUTO COMMERCIALS IN TOP 10
 Hyundai claimed its first-ever victory in the USA Today 
Ad Meter panel ranking of the Super Bowl Commercials. 
Humor was in this year and the panelists decided that 
Hyundai did it best. The “First Date” spot featured comedian 
Kevin Hart (pictured) as an over-protective dad letting his 
teenage daughter’s date use his new Hyundai Genesis—
and then using the built-in “car finder” app to follow them 
everywhere they go.
 USA Today expanded its panel by 183% this year, 
with more than 19,000 panelists across 
the country voting on all 63 ads which 
ran nationally in the CBS broadcast. 
Valeant Pharmaceuticals had the dubious 
distinction of claiming last place and next-
to-last for spots promoting its Jublia (#63) 
and Xifaxan (#62) products.
 Budweiser, which had won the 
previous two years with puppy-themed 
commercials, decided that cute puppies 
didn’t really sell beer. It dropped back to #9 
this year with a spot that featured British 
actress Helen Mirren berating anyone who drives drunk 
and only incidentally lifting a bottle of Bud. Budweiser’s 
2014 “Puppy Love” spot was recently named the best 
Super Bowl commercial of all time in a USA Today poll.
 Dogs worked well for Heinz this year, claiming the 
#2 spot in Ad Meter rankings with “Weiner Stampede”—
featuring a herd of Dachshunds in hot-dog outfits licking 
people dressed as Heinz ketchup and mustard.
 The winner of the last annual “Crash the Super Bowl” 
create a commercial contest by Doritos featured three 
shelter dogs and won $1 million and a dream film job for 
29-year-old Jacob Chase. Perhaps strangely, the spot was 
#4 in the Ad Meter voting, beaten by the contest runner-up,  
“Ultrasound” by Peter Carstairs at #3.
 Six of the top 10 Super Bowl spots were from car 
brands. Not only 
did Hyundai win 
#1, but also #5 and 
#6. Honda claimed 
#7, Audi #8 and 
Toyota #10.
 KBB.com re-
ported that the 
Audi R8 increased 
7,780% in new 
car searches after 
its spot aired. Kia 
Optima searches 
were up 496% and 
Hyundai Genesis  
searches 400%.
 

ADVERTISER NEWS
 Although expectations are still optimistic for another 
strong year in automotive sales, one important segment that 
has been lagging is the high-profit luxury brands. For those 
brands, trucks have replaced cars as the majority of sales, 
and Automotive News reports that with China suffering an 
economic slowdown, manufacturers have been sending 
more vehicles to the U.S., creating an inventory glut for 
some dealers. TrueCar has reported a corresponding large 
jump in incentives, including a 26% incentive increase by 

Lexus last month and an 18% increase 
for BMW……Hasbro reported a better-
than-expected quarter, mostly due to Star 
Wars-themed toys. Because of the movie, 
its Boys segment was up 35%, offsetting 
a 17% decline in its Girls division. The 
Games segment was up 11%......While 
one very popular supermarket, Rochester, 
NY-based Wegman’s slowly expands 
southward down the Atlantic coast, 
Lakeland, FL-based Publix is expanding 
northward in the same region, announcing 

plans for its first stores in Virginia. Publix says it’s planning 
for “aggressive growth” in both new and existing markets. 
Wegman’s is opening its first store in North Carolina this 
year……Kirkland’s reported a small same-store sales 
increase for its fiscal fourth quarter (up 1.3% over an 
8.2% gain in the prior year’s corresponding quarter) and 
it blamed weather for keeping shoppers away in January. 
For the full fiscal year, comps were up 2.9%. Kirkland’s 
opened 43 stores and closed 11 during the fiscal year……
Walmart will take over operation of its gas stations, which 
had been mostly operated by Murphy USA. It’s part of a 
plan to use gas to drive traffic and sales at Walmart stores 
and a spokesperson says Walmart will “put fuel stations in 
as many locations as we can”……Murphy USA, however,
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VERIZON SEEKS YAHOO FOR CONTENT
 Verizon is no longer just about providing phone and 
broadband connections. The company made its first big 
foray into owning content last year with its $4.4 billion 
purchase of AOL. Now it is seen as the likely buyer of 
struggling Yahoo.
 “At the right price, I think marrying up some of their 
assets with AOL and the leadership would be good,” CEO 
Lowell McAdam said on CNBC’s Mad Money.
 Bloomberg reported that AOL CEO Tim Armstrong 
has been put in charge of weighing a potential acquisition 

of Yahoo. The report also says there 
haven’t been any talks yet, but 
Armstrong’s involvement makes it clear 
that Verizon is serious about trying to 
buy Yahoo’s Internet business.
 Adding Yahoo would be part of a 
larger effort by Verizon to own more 
of the content it delivers to 112 million 
phone subscribers. The Verge says 
Yahoo brings in more than 1 billion 
visitors to its homepage, video sites, 
sports and finance portals, and email 
service. That traffic, together with 
Yahoo’s Brightroll ad platform, would 

give Verizon a bigger pool of controlled content it can 
monetize with mobile video ads, a territory dominated by 
YouTube and Facebook at the moment.

DONE DEAL
 NBCUniversal announced that Josh Feldman has 
been named to the newly created role of Executive Vice 
President, Network Partnerships, driving revenue across the 
entire portfolio through strategic sponsorship opportunities. 
Feldman previously served as SVP and National Sales 
Manager overseeing client relationships for Turner’s 
Cartoon Network, Adult Swim and truTV.

NYC OPPOSES CABLEVISION SALE
 The City of New York has asked the state Public Service 
Commission to reject the proposed $10 billion takeover of 
Cablevision by Altice. The city says Altice hasn’t explained 
how it can both save $900 million in costs and continue 
investing in fiber-to-the-premises—and what kind of impact 
such cost cuts would have on jobs and customer service.

ADVERTISER NEWS
Continued from Page 1
is expanding on its own, with plans for 60-80 new stores 
this year (and entry into three new states—Nebraska, 
Nevada, and Utah) on top of the current 1,111 c-stores 
and 224 Murphy Express locations……Also in the c-store 
business, Speedway has completed the conversion of the 
former Hess stations it bought well ahead of the original 
schedule. For the full year, Speedway reported a profit of 
$673 million compared to $544 million in 2014 obviously 
helped by better margins on fuel……Food Management 
Partners had acquired Ovation Brands last August (the 
former Buffets, Inc. had gone bankrupt twice in the last 
decade) and has now announced plans to close 74 of the 
328 locations it acquired. Affected banners include Old 
Country Buffet, Hometown Buffet, Fire Mountain and 
Country Buffet. FMP took a similar tack after it acquired 
the Catalina Restaurant Group last year, closing more 
than half of Catalina’s Coco’s and Carrows locations.

Because we’re live tonight I 
can do anything! And CBS has 
a team of lawyers standing by 

to make sure that I don’t.

Stephen Colbert
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CABLENET CHATTER
 ESPN’s Monday Night Football will televise the 
National Football League’s return to Mexico City when 
the Houston Texans face the Oakland Raiders during the 
2016 NFL season. NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell 
announced the 2016 NFL International Series game during 
his Super Bowl 50 press conference in San Francisco. The 
November 21 (week 11 of the 2016 NFL season) matchup 
will be the first NFL regular season game in Mexico in 11 
years. On October 2, 2005, the San Francisco 49ers played 
the Arizona Cardinals in front of 103,467 fans. ESPN 
Deportes will also offer the Spanish-
language production of the Texans-
Raiders game as part of its weekly 
MNF telecasts……From sex scandals 
to cold-blooded murder, Vanity Fair has 
covered the most compelling true crime 
stories of our time, shining a light on the 
powerful and privileged. With exclusive, 
unprecedented access to Vanity Fair’s 
writers and editors, Investigation 
Discovery (ID) takes viewers to the 
epicenter of drama in its series Vanity 
Fair Confidential, created by True 
Entertainment in partnership with 
Condé Nast Entertainment. In the midst of its sophomore 
season, ID provides first-person accounts from one of the 
biggest and ongoing crime dramas of the century—the 
sexual assault allegations made against Bill Cosby in 
2015. Featuring first-hand accounts of the alleged attacks 
by supermodels Beverly Johnson, Beth Ferrier and 
others, the upcoming episode titled, “Bill Cosby Drugged 
Me” premieres Monday, February 15, at 9:00 pm (ET)……
Syfy has renewed the drama series The Magicians for a 
second season of 13 episodes, expected to air in 2017. 
The series is from Universal Cable Productions and is 
executive produced by John McNamara, Sera Gamble, 
Henry Alonso Myers and Groundswell Productions' 
Michael London and Janice Williams. Based on the 
bestselling novels from Lev Grossman, The Magicians is 
currently airing its first season on Syfy on Mondays at 9:00 
pm (ET)……Bravo Media confirmed that the first ladies of 
the Garden State will be back as The Real Housewives of 
New Jersey will return later this year with Teresa Giudice 
and Melissa Gorga welcoming back veteran Jacqueline 
Laurita. Additional cast to be announced……The Lifetime 
miniseries Agatha Christie's And Then There Were None, 
based on one of the best-selling crime novels of all time with 
100 million copies sold worldwide, makes its U.S. premiere 
in two parts on Lifetime, Sunday, March 13 and Monday, 
March 14, at 9:00 pm (ET). The miniseries stars Douglas 
Booth, Charles Dance and Maeve Dermody…… There is 
nothing subtle about the long-bearded rocker Billy Gibbons, 
lead singer and guitarist for ZZ Top. He loves loud rock n' 
roll—and even louder hot rods. Rockin’ Roadsters, a new 
pilot premiering Monday, February 29, at 10:00 pm (ET) on 
Discovery, will follow Billy's quest to fulfill his wildest hot 
rod desires......Nickelodeon announced the greenlight of a 
second season of Soccer Superstar, a NickSports reality 
sports competition series that follows the search across the 
U.S. for the best teen female soccer player. 


