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DECLINE SLOWS FOR TRADITIONAL TV
 The news for traditional television—both broadcast and 
cable—is mostly good in the latest Total Audience Report 
from Nielsen covering the fourth quarter of 2015. “Once 
again we saw abating declines in total TV viewing, with 
overall levels of live TV plus time-shifting falling by only 
1.0% across the whole population,” said analyst Brian 
Wieser of Pivotal Research Group. However, he noted 
that Nielsen’s TV tally doesn’t include streaming of TV 
content, which accounts for a substantial share of premium 
video consumed on digital platforms. “Overall, 
incorporating data in this report and a series of 
assumptions based on the data, we estimate 
that total video consumption across all devices 
for all people grew by 0.9% in the quarter.”
 The annual decline in live TV viewing was at 
its lowest level since the first quarter of 2014, 
although still negative by 1.5% year-over-year, 
the analyst calculated. “Further, timeshifted 
viewing is increasingly stable in terms of time 
per person and numbers of people timeshifting,” 
he said. Total traditional plus timeshifted TV 
viewing was thus down only 1.0% on an annual 
basis. “Unsurprisingly, declines were much more 
pronounced among younger audiences. 18-24 
year-old viewing levels fell off by 8.3% and 25-
34 year-old viewing levels fell by 5.9%; these results also 
represented an improvement over trends observed during 
recent quarters,” Wieser wrote.
 “Nielsen’s Q4 2015 Total Audience Report confirms 
American’s consistent strong preference for television 
over all other media. With almost 35 hours of traditional 
TV weekly viewing inclusive of time shifted viewing, adults 
18+ consume three times as much television each week 
as radio, the second most consumed media, and four 
times more than smartphone app/web usage,” said Steve 
Lanzano, President and CEO of TVB. He also bragged 
that television dominated video viewing across all screens 
and mobile devices capturing 95% share of viewership, 
with the remaining 5% comprised of watching video on the 
Internet (4%) and on a smartphone (0.8%).
 Analyst Wieser says concentration of viewing of TV 
remained relatively consistent during the quarter, with 
the 33% heaviest users driving 52% of population-wide 
consumption. That same group of 33% of the population 
also over-indexed on internet-based content consumption.
“Concentration of streaming video viewing was significant 
once again, with 14% of the population accounting for 94% 
of total streaming video consumption via PCs. The top 7% 
of streamers continue to watch nearly 13 times as much 
traditional TV as they do streaming video,” Wieser wrote. 

ADVERTISER NEWS
 Bass Pro Shops is reported to be one of the potential 
buyers looking at the books of Cabela’s, which had 
announced late last year that it would explore strategic 
alternatives. Cabela’s and Bass do about the same top-
line business with about $3.5 billion in annual revenue 
but the New York Post reports its sources say Cabela’s 
is less profitable “because it still runs like a family-owned 
business.” In Cabela’s latest fiscal quarter, domestic 
comp store sales were down 3.5%......General Motors 

is teaming with Costco to offer a limited-
time deal on a premium version of the Chevy 
Silverado through the Costco Auto Program. 
It’s the first time Costco Auto will have an 
exclusive model to sell and pricing will be the 
same as offered to employees of GM suppliers. 
Automotive News notes that Costco Auto sold 
about 465,000 vehicles last year through more 
than 3,000 U.S. dealerships. The Silverado 
deal will be available from April 1 through May 
31……Total quarterly sales for General Mills 
were down 8%, but most of that was due to the 
divestiture of Green Giant and the strong U.S. 
dollar diluting foreign sales. The company says 
returning its core cereal business to growth is 
a high priority and it has been changing some 

of its brands’ formulations to incorporate more-natural 
offerings……Sears Hometown was spun off from Sears 
Holdings in 2012 and while its quarterly comps were down, 
the numbers were far less negative than those posted by 
Sears and Kmart. Comps were down 0.5% in the fourth 
fiscal quarter, mostly due to soft appliance sales. The 
company closed 21 underperforming stores during the 
quarter, 19 Hometown units and two Outlets……Signet 
Jewelers had a very strong fourth fiscal quarter that 
included the holiday period that’s crucial in its segment. 
Blended same-store sales were up 4.9% (7.4% at Kay, 
6.3% at Zales and 1.4% at Jared) and profit rose 19%. 
Signet predicts 3-4% same-store growth for the current 
quarter……After opening 62 new stores in 2014 and 71 in 
2015, Five Below now expects to add another 85 this year. 
Counting a same-store increase of 3.4% last year and 
all the new stores, total sales were up 22.3%......Fred’s 
quarterly comps were up 1.7% and the full year was up 
1.5% compared to the prior year when comps had been 
down 0.6%......Yuengling (which calls itself America’s 
oldest brewery dating back to 1829) will launch the largest 
campaign in its almost-200 year history utilizing TV, print, 
and digital in its 18 state distribution area. Beverage World 
reports the budget is almost double what the company 
spent last year. 

VIDEO CONSUMPTION CONTINUES TO GROW
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NETWORK NEWS
 FOX is preparing a three-night Grand Finale week for 
American Idol, kicking off on Tuesday, April 5, at 8:00 pm 
(ET) with American Idol: American Dream. The 90-minute 
retrospective will feature host Ryan Seacrest, current and 
former judges, former Idols and contestants and the behind-
the-scenes team sharing their personal Idol memories. The 
following night, America’s last-ever vote will take place 
when the remaining finalists battle it out live Wednesday, 
April 6, for one hour at 8:00 pm (ET). The 15-season run 
comes to an end with a two hour, six minute show Thursday, 
April 7, at 8:00 pm (ET). Kelly Clarkson 
and Carrie Underwood return to the Idol 
stage one last time to perform and the 
final American Idol will be crowned……
The Miss America Organization, dick 
clark productions and ABC announced 
that the 96th Miss America Competition 
will return to Atlantic City’s historic 
Boardwalk Hall Sunday, September 
11, airing at 9:00 pm (ET) on ABC. The 
evening will be filled with glitz and glam 
when 52 women representing their home 
states and territories compete to bring home the crown……
Mexican born Latin music icon Marco Antonio Solis will be 
honored with the Billboard Lifetime Achievement Award in 
recognition of his outstanding career at the 2016 Billboard 
Latin Music Awards “Billboard Duets” broadcast live by 
Telemundo on Thursday, April 28, at 8:00 pm (ET). It will 
be preceded at 7:00 pm (ET) by the red carpet pre-show 
La Alfombra de Premios Billboard……FOX has picked 
up comedies The Last Man on Earth and Brooklyn Nine-
Nine for the 2016-2017 season. It will be the third season 
for Last Man and fourth for Brooklyn Nine-Nine......CBS 
brags that it received 77 nominations for the 43rd Annual 
Daytime Emmy Awards—“more than any other network, 
and more than ABC and NBC combined.” Syndicated 
programs combined for a total 59 nominations, PBS 56, 
ABC 37, NBC 23 and FOX 2. The awards will be presented 
Sunday, May 1 in Los Angeles.

WEDNESDAY RATINGS
 Criminal Minds led the way as CBS won Wednesday 
primetime in the Nielsen overnights. CBS posted an 
average 1.9 rating in Adults 18-49 and 5.7 in Households, 
with an average audience of 9.187 million viewers. ABC, 
led by Modern Family, was at 1.6 18-49, 3.8 HH and 5.970 
million; NBC, with Law & Order: SVU and Chicago P.D., 
1.3 18-49, 3.9 HH and 5.839 million; FOX, with Hell’s 
Kitchen, 1.1 18-49, 2.3 HH and 3.640 million; The CW, with 
Arrow, 0.7 18-49, 1.2 HH and 1.895 million; Univision, led 
by Pasion y Poder, 0.6 18-49, 1.0 HH and 1.737 million; 
and Telemundo, with the gran final of La Querida del 
Centauro, 0.5 18-49, 0.8 HH and 1.357. 

BLACKOUT IS OVER
 AT&T and Univision Communications are so close 
to a new agreement that the partial blackout has ended. 
“Univision has restored all of their local and cable networks 
to U-Verse customers while the two companies work 
together to finalize an agreement,” they jointly announced.

AVAILS
 Account Executive: Do you have what it takes to close 
the big deal? Can you put together creative cross platform 
campaigns? If the answers are yes, come to WJXT and 
News4jax.com where our sales and marketing team bring 
creative ideas to life in Jacksonville, Fla. We’re looking for 
dynamic and passionate contributors who have a love for 
helping their clients succeed. 3-5 years of broadcast sales 
experience and college degree preferred. Learn more about 
us HERE.  Please send resume to: kparker@wjxt.com. 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

 WFOX-TV, the Cox Media Group-
owned Fox affiliate in Jacksonville 
FL, (TV Market Rank #47) seeks an 
exceptional Local Sales Manager. 
The LSM leads a team of Account 
Executives, helps develop/achieve 
strategic business plans/budgets, and 
grows incremental business/market 
share. A strong track record in new 
business development, transactional 
expertise and digital/multi-platform 
sales success required. We provide 

on-going consultation services and the finest resources & 
marketing tools in the industry. CLICK HERE for more info 
or to apply now. Equal Opportunity Employer.
 KARK-TV and KLRT-TV, the NBC and FOX affiliates 
in Little Rock seeks a Digital Sales Manager to support 
a sales team of 20 multi-platform AEs. Must have strong 
presentation skills and the ability to excel in a collaborative 
environment with a driven team of managers. The ideal 
candidate will have the ability to deliver polished sales 
presentations to local decision-makers in a language they 
can understand. Candidate should be well versed in the 
evolving digital advertising landscape. Qualified candidates 
can CLICK HERE to apply. EOE
 Market-leading NBC affiliate with D-2 channel CW 
affiliation and shared sales agreement 
with Esteem Broadcasting’s WEMT-
TV/FOX 39 Tri-Cities, TN/VA market 
seeks a Director of Sales. You excel at 
sales coaching, sales selection, holding 
salespeople and managers accountable 
and motivating people. Experience with 
media advertising, television, digital, 
and mobile a huge plus, but not required 
if you are the perfect candidate. Must 
have prior income of at least $125,000. Send resume to 
hr@wcyb.com. WCYB-NBC/WEMT-FOX/CW4 Triopoly 
owned by Bonten Media. WCYB-TV is an EOE.
 Experienced Account Executive: KOKH FOX 25 and 
KOCB CW34 in Oklahoma City is seeking an experienced 

Account Executive. Candidates must 
have exceptional communication and 
negotiation skills and able both handle 
a book of business and sell multi-
platforms including television, digital, 
special projects and promotions and. 
Two years media sales or digital 
sales experience required. Apply at 
http://www.sbgi.net (job #5538) and 

include your salary requirements when completing our on-
line application. No calls please! EOE/Drug Free Workplace.3/25/2016

Social media milestone to 
celebrate: Twitter turned 10 
years old. They grow up so 
fast. Next thing you know 

Twitter will be making a sex 
tape with Tumblr.

Jimmy Kimmel
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TV ADS MOST EFFECTIVE FOR VOTERS
 Veteran media analyst Bishop Cheen has been 
digesting data from a study of election advertising by 
the ad agency Kelly Scott Madison (KSM) and ORC 
International, a global research company. What he 
concludes in his analysis for SNL Kagan is that “TV still 
rules across all demographics.” What surprised him is that 
print still ranks #2 overall. “That’s because print is nearly as 
important to aging baby boomers as TV.” Social media and 
online video rank much higher for Millennials, but still fall 
behind television.
 Drilling down into the study data, 
Cheen found that 38% of Millennials 
(aged 18-34) said TV was “extremely 
or very effective” in delivering a political 
message. Social media was cited by 
35% and online video 30%, with print 
29%, radio 25% and others below that. 
TV was also on top for Gen X (aged 
35-50) at 25%, with print at 20%, online 
video 19% and social media 18%.
 The numbers were quite different for 
Baby Boomers (aged 51-69), with TV at 
19%, print 18%, radio 11% and online video 10%. Social 
media was back in the single digit pack at 9%.
 People may complain about attack ads, but 64% of the 
people in the survey found them effective. That was second 
only to issue ads, which were said by 67% to have impact.
 Cheen also noted that Millennials are the most engaged 
with political messaging, with 48% claiming some level 
of interest versus 40% for Gen X and 38% for Boomers. 
“Despite the enthusiasm for politics, voter turnout has been 
low among Millennials in past political cycles. Maybe this 
year will be different—but maybe not” Cheen wrote.

SELF-DRIVING WON’T ELIMINATE DEALERS
 Once self-driving cars become common place, you might 
think that many dealerships might be threatened by more 
car-sharing and fewer vehicles on the roads. But speaking 
at the 2016 NADA / J.D. Power Automotive Forum, taking 
place ahead of the New York International Auto Show, John 
Krafcik, CEO of the Google Self-Driving Car Project, said 
the opposite might be the case. According to a report by 
CNET, Krafcik said self-driving cars are going to cost more, 
so people will be finding ways to use them more—not only 
trips for multiple family members, but perhaps even Uber-
type usage to earn money while the owner is at work or even 
asleep. Because of this, Krafcik sees average annual car 
usage skyrocketing to upwards of 100,000-150,000 miles. 
That infers considerable service and regular replacement. 
“I think there are going to be positive implications for a lot of 
dealers,” Krafcik was quoted as saying.

BIG RECALL BY VOLKSWAGEN
 As if Volkswagen AG didn’t have enough trouble with 
its diesel emission test cheating scandal, the automaker 
is now recalling about 800,000 vehicles worldwide. The 
vehicles affected are SUVs from the 2011 through 2016 
model years, which are being recalled as a precautionary 
measure to fix a potentially faulty component on the pedal 
mechanism. Included are 391,000 VW Touaregs and 
409,477 Porsche Cayennes.

AVAILS
 Traffic Manager: We’re a growing and reputable 
company seeking a positive, self-motivated manager to 
partner with the 
Director of Traffic to 
lead a team of 11 to 
success. Minimum 
Qualifications: High 
school graduate 
or equivalent. College degree preferred. Minimum three 
years’ experience in TV traffic department. Understanding 

of WideOrbit Traffic system or similar; 
function of traffic/operations department. 
The Traffic Manager is based in Phoenix, 
AZ so if you like sunny weather year 
round, we’re the place for you. Apply 
at http://www.meredithcareers.com, 
job code JR01571. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
 CBS O&O television stations 
South Florida- Miami is seeking a 
high energy, driven, self-starter with 3-5 
years sales experience in broadcast 

or cable television. Account Executive position requires 
heavy emphasis with proven track record in developing 
and closing new business, 
sports and digital sales and 
with local retail businesses. 
Candidate experience must 
include growing relationships 
with business owners and 
c-suite executives with the 
ultimate goal to increase 
both ROI and revenue. 
College graduate preferred. Interested candidates can 
CLICK HERE to begin the application process. EOE M/F

MORE AVAILS ONLINE @ SPOTSNDOTS.COM
Place a classified, email: ads@spotsndots.com

THIS AND THAT
 Venture Beat reports that Google has quietly been 
building a new livestreaming app called YouTube Connect, 
designed to compete directly against Twitter’s Periscope 
and Facebook Live. YouTube Connect will be available 
on both iOS and Android devices……Georgia’s Supreme 
Court has unanimously struck down a local court injunction 
upholding a JSA of WAGT (NBC) Augusta, GA by Media 
General despite an order by the FCC to terminate it. Gray 
Television, which bought the station along with other 
Schurz stations, is taking control of WAGT’s operations 
and is now able to enter it in the incentive auction……The 
New York Times reports that TiVo and Rovi are in merger 
talks……Reporting from the New York International Auto 
Show, the Detroit News says Fiat Chrysler Automobiles 
may add not just one, but two new pickups. Along with the 
upcoming Jeep mid-size pickup, Mike Manley, global head 
of the Jeep and Ram brands, said there’s an “opportunity” 
for a small pickup to be added to the Ram line……TrueCar 
is projecting that March sales of new cars and light trucks 
will reach 1,663,000 units—up 7.6% from a year ago and 
the highest volume for the month since 2000. That would 
put the seasonally adjusted annualized rate (SAAR) at 17.3 
million units, up from a SAAR of 17.1 million in March 2015. 3/25/2016

President Obama gave a 
televised address to Cubans. 

And thousands of citizens 
eagerly gathered around 

Cuba’s television.

Seth Meyers
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