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PROSPECTING: WHO HAS MONEY TO SPEND?
WHERE CAN I FIND NEW CLIENTS; NEW DOLLARS?
  We decided to pose the question to a sales consultant 
who talks with sellers weekly, if not daily.  Michael Guld, 
president of System 21, a business development program 
for television, says he sees success among many categories 
that are typically ignored by many, sometimes, most ,of the 
TV sales people in a market.
    “I often suggest getting off the major thoroughfares that 
have been combed by every media rep. I recommend 
visiting industrial parks and office buildings for prospects,” 
says Guld.
  “I’m currently big on services, including 
legal, employement, financial, automotive 
services, medical, insurance, education, 
real estate and home related products.”
   Guld points out that homeowner usually 
have money to spent. “Most people aren’t 
going to buy a new house this year, but they 
will improve their current home. Think about 
all the home related services like kitchen 
and bath remodeling, sunrooms, windows, doors, roofing, 
flooring, lighting, countertops, HVAC, plumbing and pest 
control.”
  How do you turn the categories into clients? “Most 
business owners have a good understanding of their and 
their industry.  What they usually are most confused about 
is advertising; Where and when to advertise, how much to 
spend, how long to advertise and how to judge a return 
on their investment,” says Guld.  If we spend more time 
‘educating,’ we do not have to spend as much time ‘selling.’
   “Help the client reach a decision that’s going to take them 
to the promised land.  I believe the best way to close more 
business is to create outstanding marketing solutions (vs. 
canned close lines) and the best way to sell long-term 
business is to develop a long-term plan.”
  How to start: “I recommend for sales managers to print 
out their top 50 local direct billers in 2016 and determine 
the largest billing categories.  That provides a first step for 
prospecting. Then I recommend getting past the first page 
of Google when you search those industries.” 
   Guld adds, “There are dozens to hundreds of very good 
businesses in every market that do not have great brands…
and there is a difference.  Being a best kept secret may 
be good in romance, but good not in business. You can 
help a business build a brand equity position so that when 
someone need the products and services that your client 
sells, they’ll think of that company.”
  Who else has money to spend? “With the aging of 
America I believe there is a huge opportunity in senior 
resources, including retirement homes, nursing facilities, 
home health care…and then there’s funeral homes, which 
is not seasonal and still in demand regardless of economic 
conditions.  
  Want to talk categories and success stories? Reach 
Michael via email HERE.

ADVERTISER NEWS
   Yet another mall-based apparel retailer is in trouble—
Bebe Stores announced it has hired financial advisers 
to help explore strategic options.  In this case bankruptcy 
does not appear to be necessary, however…… Videogame 
chain GameStop plans to close at least 150 stores this 
year and expand nongaming businesses. The sales slump 
has been toughest in the U.S., where most of its stores are 
located. Comparable sales fell 13.5% in the just-ended 
year, including a 20.8% drop during the holiday quarter.....

General Motors will require Chevrolet, 
GMC, and Buick dealers (Cadillac has a 
separate program) to install digital signage 
starting next year, which will include 
advertising on screens in showrooms and 
customer waiting areas and has certified 
three vendors to supply programming.  
Automotive News says some dealers that 
have used similar services in the past 
have paid $2000-$3000 monthly, with 

the average number of screens in a dealership about 
9-1/2……After sales fell behind Mercedes last year, 
BMW is planning the biggest “model offensive” ever, with 
40 new models and variants coming out in the next two 
years.  CEO Harald Krueger said the priority will be in large 
cars and SUVs “where you earn more money” and less so 
smaller vehicles such as the Mini and BMW 1 series……
Alaska Airlines, which acquired Virgin America last year, 
will retire the Virgin name and logo while adding some new 
amenities to the flights……A Pie Five franchisee is suing 
the parent claiming the chain misrepresented the financial 
performance of restaurants in its disclosure documents 
and that it had embellished sales at a unit he bought from 
the company.  After a quarter in which same-store sales fell 
by 17.4%, Pie Five is closing nine company-owned stores 
saying it will focus on growing markets but says it still plans 
to open 40 new locations this year……NPC International 
had mixed results from its two major franchise operations 
in the fourth quarter.  NPC is the nation’s largest Pizza Hut 
franchisee, and those stores’ comps were down 5.8%, but 
at the Wendy’s it owns, same-store sales were up 0.8% on 
top of a 5.8% gain in the prior year.  It’s continuing to acquire 
more Wendy’s locations, having recently announced a 
deal for 62 more in Pennsylvania…….Hardee’s has never 
shied away from offering some items that could be called 
indulgent.  It’s now introducing the Aporkalypse Burrito 
made up of four ham slices, two sausage patties and 
bacon pieces with folded eggs and American and Swiss 
cheese inside a warm flour tortilla.  The $3.99 entrée 
checks in at 1110 calories and 82 grams of fat.... Gander 
Mountain has announced which stores will close as it 
works through bankruptsy.  The 32 underperfomers are 
in Closures include stores in Alabama, Georgia, Illinois, 
Indiana, Minnesota, New York, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, West Virginia and Wisconsin.
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NETWORK NEWS
   Kristen Johnston (3rd Rock From The Sun) has been 
cast in the new CBS workplace comedy Real Life. The 
project, from How I Met Your Mother creators Carter 
Bays and Craig Thomas chronicles the relationship of two 
twentysomethings who go from being co-workers on opposite 
coasts to working in the same office. Johnston will join a cast 
that includes Rebecca Rittenhouse (The Mindy Project), 
Brenda Song (The Social Network) and Lucas Hazlett……
David Boreanaz (Bones) will replace Jim Caviezel in an 
untitled drama pilot for CBS about the Navy Seals. Caviezel 
left the project over creative differences. 
The cast also includes Jessica Pare 
(Mad Men), Max Thieriot, Neil Brown 
Jr., A.J. Buckley and Toni Trucks……. 
The Get, a CBS drama pilot about a 
team of tireless Internet journalist has 
cast Michael Rady (UnReal, Jane The 
Virgin) as a senior producer who is most 
at home when he’s out in the field……
Fox has released premiere dates for its 
summer slate of programming. It begins 
with Miss USA airing on Sunday, May 
14th at 7 PM (ET). The reboot of Love Connection with 
Andy Cohen as host kicks off on Thursday, May 25th at 8 
PM (ET), followed by Beat Shazam with host Jamie Foxx 
at 9 PM (ET). The eighth season of Masterchef debuts on 
Wednesday, May 31st at 8 PM (ET), followed by The F Word 
with Gordon Ramsey at 9 PM (ET). The new competition 
series American Grit hosted by John Cena premieres on 
Sunday, June 11th at 9 PM (ET). Season 14 of So You Think 
You Can Dance begins on Monday, June 12th at 8 PM (ET) 
and Superhuman hosted by Kal Penn debuts on Monday, 
June 12th at 9 PM (ET)……CBS announced the renewal of 
18 series yesterday including a second season for Bull and 
Kevin Can Wait. Comedies like The Big Bang Theory, Life 
in Pieces, Superior Donuts, Mom and Man With a Plan 
were all renewed by the network. Blue Bloods, Hawaii 
Five-O, MacGyver, Madam Secretary, NCIS, NCIS: Los 
Angeles, NCIS: New Orleans and Scorpion were on the 
list of dramas renewed. Reality show Survivor will be back 
as well as 60 Minutes and 48 Hours. Among the shows 
still waiting for a renewal include 2 Broke Girls, Criminal 
Minds, Elementary, Big Brother and The Amazing Race, 
among others……Every show in the CBS daytime lineup 
received a Daytime Emmy nomination. The Young and the 
Restless picked up a total of 25 nominations with ABC’s 
General Hospital and The Bold and the Beautiful both 
picking up 23 nominations.

BASKETBALL SCORING BIG FOR TV
   With the NCAA men’s basketball tournament—“March 
Madness”—underway, Pivotal Research Group analyst 
Brian Wieser says basketball continues to grow in 
importance for television. For the sports genre, basketball 
has grown from 14% of live viewing in 2006 to 20% last year.
   Total viewing of all basketball was up by 7% (thru 3-19), 
with college basketball up by 9%. CBS accounted for 49% 
of total basketball viewing, up by 7% year-over-year. Time 
Warner’s Turner Networks accounted for 40% of basketball 
viewing. The tournament is spread across CBS, TBS, TNT 
and truTV.

AVAILS
   WFTV – ABC affiliate and Cox Media Group television 
station in Orlando, FL (Market #18) seeks an Account 
Executive. The winning candidate will be required 
to grow revenue with an existing client list while also 
cultivating New Business and Digital revenue for the 
station. Candidate must have excellent presentation 
skills, verbal and written skills and work collaboratively 
with our properties. Prior broadcast TV and diverse digital 
sales experience preferred. CLICK HERE for more info or 
to apply now.  EOE.

     WTVD in Raleigh-Durham, NC 
seeks a self-motivated, proactive team 
player to serve as Digital Sales & 
Marketing Director and oversee the 
development of digital strategies and 
implementation of sponsored marketing 
campaigns across multiple digital 
platforms. Four to seven years media 
experience working at a broadcast 
station, major publisher, agency or 
technology company preferred. Must 
know digital video, social media and 

branded content! Send cover letter & resume to: sales.
director@abc11mail.com. WTVD is Raleigh-Durham’s 
top-ranked TV station, part of the ABC Owned Television 
Station Group.  EOE.
   A leader in broadcasting has an excellent opportunity 
for a Director of Sales.  This position is in a top 40 

market and will oversee multi-stations 
to include a major national affiliate. 
The ideal candidate will have a passion 
and understanding to lead his/her team 
to build strong business growth and 
customers relationships.  Must have 3-5 

years’ experience in TV sales management and the ability 
to grow revenue through digital interactive and other 
approaches.  Send cover letter and resume in confidence 
to apply@spotsndots.com.  EOE.
      New Media Digital Advertising Specialist - Raleigh, 
NC:  Capitol Broadcasting Company seeks a person to 
manage the media buying and execution for a number 
of different clients and campaigns.  1-2 years of digital 
ad operations experience. Candidates should have 
knowledge of digital marketing basics, analytics and the role 
of advertising in a strategic marketing plan All candidates 
must apply online at http://www.capitolbroadcasting.com 
EOE M/F.  All Capitol Broadcasting Company properties 
are tobacco free.  CBC participates in E-Verify.

ACCOUNT ACTIONS
   A-B InBev has launched a review of its global media 
account, and invited each of the six major holding 
companies to pitch.  The review follows A-B InBev’s 
acquisition of chief rival SABMiller last year. 
   WPP agency MediaCom has handled U.S. media duties 
for the client since 2014 and placed over $700 million 
on measured media in the U.S. last year, according to 
Kantar Media. The beverage company currently uses 
eight agencies across more than 50 countries. The review 
should be complete in the second half of this year so a 
new arrangement can be in place for 2018.
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Conan O’Brien

According to a new poll, 
Muslims are the religious 

group most satisfied with life 
in America. When asked why, 

Muslims said, “That travel 
ban totally kept our in-laws 

from visiting.”

https://cox.taleo.net/careersection/cox_externalcareers/jobdetail.ftl?job=1613272&lang=en&sns_id=mailto#.V-Q4a4A3S9w.mailto
http://www.capitolbroadcasting.com/


 The Daily News of TV Sales @ www.spotsndots.com PAGE 3

COMPETITIVE INFO
   Advertisers have started to pull ads from Google over 
concerns their spots can run next to objectionable content 
on YouTube and other third party sites in Google’s third-
party network.  AT&T and Verizon—both of which are 
building their own properties to compete with Google for 
ad dollars—each announced this week they’re pulling 
their spots, but they’re far from alone.  Google has said it’s 
changing policies and enforcement to keep advertisers 
away from controversial sites and videos, but it has 
already been hurt by advertisers like GlaxoSmithKline, 
Johnson & Johnson, and Enterprise 
rental cars pulling advertising.  “This 
probably gets worse before it gets better 
for Google,” analyst Brian Wieser said.  
 
WILL HIGHER CREDIT SCORES  
IMPROVE BUSINESS?
  Credit scores will improve for 
millions of people starting in July, as 
TransUnion, Experian and Equifax 
have all agreed to start leaving off some 
negative information from consumers’ 
records when important details are not completely 
available.  By some estimates about 6% of all people 
will get about a 20-point improvement in their scores and 
up to 700,000 people could get a 40-point improvement. 
   With the furniture business heavily dependent on loans 
(as is of course the car business), Furniture Today says 
there’s a mixed response to the question of whether the 
increase will bring more people into the market.  Some 
analysts do not see a boom coming from more people 
qualifying for loans while some others say the changes 
could help.  “Even if it’s not a significant change, I believe 
we’re playing a game of inches here,” one retailer said.  
“And every little bit helps.”

NEW HOME SALES SURGE IN FEBRUARY
  The Commerce Department reported on Thursday 
that new home sales increased by 6.1% last month to 
a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 592,000 units, the 
highest level since July 2016. The increase suggests the 
housing market recovery continued to gain momentum 
despite challenges of high prices and tight inventories. 
    In addition, January sales were revised up to 558,000 
from a previously reported 555,000 units. New home 
sales have now recovered from a sharp drop the industry 
experienced in December.
    Sales were up by 12.8% over February 2016, showing 
the housing market’s resilience. It’s likely that sales last 
month were buoyed by unseasonably warm weather. New 
homes account for about 9.7% of overall home sales.
   In the opinion of most economists polled by Reuters, 
higher mortgage rates will have limited impact on the 
market. This is due to a tightening labor market improving 
employment opportunities for young adults and the market 
is benefiting from a shortage of properties for sale. The 
report also noted that the median price for a new home 
fell 4.9% to $296,200 in February compared to February 
2016. 
 

AVAILS
  WISC-TV in beautiful Madison, WI, is aggressively 
searching for a Traffic Coordinator to join our advertising 
support team. This position is responsible 
for ensuring the accurate input of television 
advertising campaigns, through log editing 
duties, order processing, and inventory 
management, maximizing revenue for both 
the company and our clients. It also serves 
as the primary back up for copy and for the 
Traffic Manager. Send resume and salary requirements 

to hr@wisctv.com. For more info, visit 
www.channel3000.com. EOE.
   WOGX-FOX 51 in Gainesville, FL 
is looking for an experienced Account 
Executive to handle a great account 
list with high income along with 
developing new business. We offer a 
very competitive commission structure 
and benefits. Candidates must be 
driven, detail oriented, solution based 
and proficient in Word/Excel, with Wide 
Orbit a plus. CLICK HERE for more 

information or to apply now. EOE/M/F/Veteran/Disabled.

SEARS: WHAT’S NEXT?
   Although Sears isn’t nearly what it once was, Advertising 
Age reports it is still the sixth-largest retail advertiser having 
spent $257.3 million in measured media last year according 
to Kantar Media estimates.  Havas, which had become the 
agency of record in 2013 could lose a substantial portion 
of its business if the chain disappears.  Sears stopped 
using McGarryBowen in 2015, and FCB had done some 
creative for the company, although not in the last two years. 
   NewsCorp’s New York Post quotes NPD analyst Marshal 
Cohen who says, “When a retailer tells you they are in 
trouble, they must really be in trouble…They’re going to 
have a hard time securing credit from suppliers now, which 
will lead to empty shelves and it will spiral pretty quickly.”
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James Corden

Police in Italy have arrested 
10 people for stealing more 
than $250,000 in fine wine 
and gourmet cheese. Yes, 
their motive is - they were  

hosting a book club.  

WEDNESDAY NIELSEN RATINGS - LIVE + SAME DAY
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